
 

 

MINUTES 
Willoughby Elementary School General PAC Meeting  
October 17, 2016 

The meeting was called to order by President Christine Bardell at 6:32 pm. 

In attendance 
Phillis Giovani, Kelly Dornan, Rhiannon Peck, Kaitlin Wake, Christine Bardell, Debbie Thandi, Michelle Derksen, 
Olivia Olczak-Day, Delicia Jackson 

7 Voting Members in attendance 

Principal’s Report 
Enrollment is up to 363 students as of the meeting. There is room for more children in Kindergarten and Grade 5. 
Every other class is full.  

Willoughby Elementary has been granted budget for an additional SEA bringing the total on staff to 10. Interviews are 
currently being conducted to fill these new positions by the School Board.  

Parent/Teacher interviews will take place on November 2nd & 3rd. This year, parents will be able to register for their 
appointment times online through a program called School Appointments. The program works similarly to the Munch-
A-Lunch program used for Hot Foods ordering.  

Toys for the “Way to Bee” prizes have been purchased to carry through the first half of the school year. The PAC will 
reimburse P. Giovani for $200.  

Children have been assigned their House Colour’s and will begin to earn points through various activities. This year, 
in an effort to reward the children’s efforts and encourage community service the teams will be able to Play for 
Charity. Each team will select a charity of their choice to donate their winnings to. First place will receive $150 to 
donate; second place will receive $100; and third and fourth will receive $75 and $50 respectively.   

President’s Report 
On October 27 the District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) will be holding their Annual General Meeting. As part of 
the meeting a workshop will be held on Governance and Treasury 101. The meeting begins at 7:00pm and is open to 
all parents and guardians.  

The PAC Executive will be setting up a Google Calendar to schedule events throughout the entire school year. This 
will allow for better future planning and resource allocation.  

Secretary’s Report 
The minutes from the September 27th meeting were read. A motion to approve the minutes with one addendum was 
passed. K. Dornan 1st, O. Olczak-Day 2nd.  

The new Constitution & Bylaws as designed by the Langley School District were updated with Willoughby Elementary 
School’s information and presented at the meeting. There were a few amendments proposed to meet the needs of 
the current Executive. A motion to approve the amendments was passed. K. Dornan 1st, O. Olczak-Day 2nd. A motion 
to approved the new Constitution & Bylaws was passed. D. Thandi 1st, D. Jackson 2nd.  

Treasurer’s Report 
The budget for the General account was presented and accepted unanimously.  

The budget for the Gaming account was presented and accepted unanimously.  

Members of the PAC Executive are currently in the process of updating the cheque signing authority with the bank. 
Five member of the Executive will have signing authority on the account. This will allow for minimal delays in payment 
processing, and is in keeping with DPAC protocols.  
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DPAC Report 
The DPAC report was read by the Secretary as the representative was unable to attend the meeting.  

1. Langley Homeless Youth Awareness  
a. Students from Brookswood & LSS presented results from last year’s program to raise 

awareness of Langley’s homeless youths, including Conversation Cafe & Take a Whack at 
Homelessness campaigns.  

b. Purpose is to raise awareness of the 162 homeless or at risk youth in the Langleys (mostly 
City)  

c. There is no shelter in Langley (Gateway of Hope is for adults only)  
d. Outdoor Concert Fundraiser was held on September 24; Willoughby Elem PAC had a booth.  

2. Blanket Exercise (Blanket Ceremonies)  
a. Former Trustee Cecelia Reekie turned- cultural ambassador and consultant provided DPAC 

reps with a sample Blanket Exercise that many schools are inviting her to lead for students  
b. Blanket ceremonies are powerful hands on exercises that encourage conversations about 

residential schools as part of the process of truth and reconciliation for First Nations as part of 
the new curriculum.  

c. New curriculum will be implemented this year and the next to teach the true history of 
Aboriginal people in Canada. 

d. Orange Shirt Day (September 30) was recognized throughout school district on September 29.  
3. Report from Superintendent Gord Stewart  

a. Introduced our new Assistant Superintendent Woody Bradford (Poppy, LSS, Brookswood)  
b. Counteracted media claims of obscene school supply costs. Most schools are $40-50 (K-3) or 

$50-70 (4-7) ... YCMS had $100+ costs  
c. Yearbook controversy: steps have been taken to make sure inclusiveness is a priority for 

future projects (Stafford special education students were given substandard space in 
yearbook)  

d. 2016-17 enrolment up 400 students over last year, which is 200 students over “budget 
projection”  

e. Community info meeting regarding middle school conversions held on October 5  
4. School Board Report  

a. Trustee David Tod thanked the efforts of DPAC, PACs in efforts regarding emergency 
preparedness kits  

5. Constitution  
a. a. Removal of School Planning Council on Constitutions  
b. PACs must get it done ASAP  

6. BCCPAC Membership  
a. November 14 deadline to apply for membership  
b. Benefits: opportunities to advocate for various items affects PACs/students  

7. Free Eye examples for students  
a. Coming soon!  

8. Next Meeting: October 20, 2016 at 7:00pm  
a. a. We need an alternative for this meeting as Brad Richert is away at a conference. 

Committee Reports 
Fundraising – 262 Entertainment Books were reported sold. The PAC earns $12/book for a net profit of $3,144. As of 
the PAC Meeting however 38 books were still unaccounted for. Parents are reminded to return their unsold books to 
the school.  

Hot Foods – The first hot foods day went extremely well. There are three dates remaining for the first half of the 
school year. October 27, and then one each in November and December. A discussion was held regarding selecting 
places with more environmentally friendly packaging at the request of faculty. The committee will look into possible 
options.  

Popcorn – The next popcorn day will be held on Friday, October 28th.  

Holiday Market – The Holiday Market is still looking for donations of gifts and gift wrap and ribbon.  

Movie Day/Early Dismissal Activities – The first movie day, showing the Peanuts movie, will be held on November 29. 
At least six volunteers will be required to assist with student dismissals. Parents can register and pay for their children 
through the Munch-a-Lunch program. There was discussion around changing from a movie to more athletic activities. 
Concern was raised over having 200+ children running in the gym. The options for play stations will be explored.   
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Pancake Breakfast – The breakfast will be held on December 2nd. Volunteers are needed to assist with making and 
serving the pancakes, sausages and juice for the children.  

Old Business 
A donation letter and form will be completed by the Secretary to fundraise for the PAC initiatives this year.  

The oven in the PAC kitchen still requires cleaning prior to the Pancake Breakfast 

New Business 
The PAC currently has a supply of hotdogs that need to be used up before they expire. Options for a Hot Dog day, or 
donating them to a food bank were discussed. *** Update*** after the meeting it was determined that the freezer in 
the PAC Kitchen had thawed over the summer resulting in a complete loss of the food inside. Rhiannon Peck 
volunteered to dispose of all the waste with the help of the custodial staff.  

The schedule was drawn up for the PAC meetings for the entire school year. It was agreed that all meetings will be 
held on the 3rd Monday of every month, excepting where there is a holiday – then it will be held on the subsequent 
Tuesday.  

The topic of raising more awareness and support for the PAC was discussed. Specifically, the need to have more 
parents and guardians attend the PAC meetings. Suggestions were received including providing childcare, 
refreshments, door prizes, launching an awareness campaign, etc. The PAC recognizes there is a stigma 
surrounding “PTA Moms” and in an effort to bridge the gap and appear more inclusive the next PAC meeting will be 
more of a social event.  

D. Thandi and K. Dornan will submit a request for the PST portion of the computers purchase. This is money that is 
owed back to the PAC from the school board.  

D. Thandi will connect with Kwantlen Polytechnic University to arrange for student nurses to come in a perform the 
health and wellness talks with each grade.  

Next Meeting 
November 21, 2016 at 6:30pm. Willoughby Elementary School Library. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 


